
    Guidelines for Auditioning for Cabrillo Choirs

Vocalism


Auditionees will be taken through a vocalization with 


Instructor to reveal range, tone, flexibility, pitch, ability

to sing in tempo, vocal color

Solo


Auditionees will sing a prepared solo with accompaniment,


Art song, aria from Opera or Oratorio, accompanied folk


song preferred, foreign language is singers choice


This part of the audition demonstrates an ability to sing


Independently with piano, demonstrate pitch, phrase, 


Interpretation, musicality.


Criteria:


Intonation


Ability to sing with accompaniment


Ability to handle performance circumstances


Correct pronunciation: vowels/consonants appropriate to the



Specific language


Correct pitches and rhythms


Tone


Musicality


Breath control and phrasing


Dynamics


Articulation

Sight-reading


Auditionee must correctly sing a sight-reading passage with 



attention to rhythms and pitches; may be asked to name



keys, musical symbols, etc.

Languages


Auditionee will be asked to read short passages in It., Gr., Fr.,



Ln., Sp., Hb.  Not all will be able to speak all languages,



but it is desirable to have a rudimentary knowledge of 



foreign language pronunciation, esp. the language being



sung in that particular semester.

Melodic Memory


Auditionee is asked to sing a series of short to lengthier melodies,



which begin simple and move to complex, demonstrating the


ability to hear and repeat a passage.  Passages begin step-

wise and proceed to whole-tone, tritones, parallel 4ths  and 5ths, and alleatory 

Rhythmic Memory


Auditionee is asked to clap back rhythmic passages of varying



complexity

Singing and Ensemble History

Acceptance into an auditioned ensemble is based first upon acceptable completion of the audition material and second upon one’s ranking within the pool of auditionees.  Further, admittance into the ensemble is based upon the needs of the ensemble or spaces available.  Balance of the ensemble is critical.  The goal is to have relatively similar numbers from section to section.  Due to the properties of balance, the tenor voice often has fewer members in its section.  Tenors are, also, generally the most rare of all voice parts.  Because of a slight fluctuation in membership due to life events, we do audition every semester.  Generally the largest audition is in the fall.  For ensembles like Cantiamo1, it is unusual to have much turn-over at the semester.

Given the opportunity, I will always encourage you to audition.  I think each time you do you learn something and then have the chance to find ways to improve your skills.

Good luck!

Cheryl Anderson, Director of Choral Activities

Cabrillo Opera

Cabrillo Youth Chorus

Cabrillo College

