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Borodin’s friends wish him ill? 
 

Alexander Borodin was a noted chemist and professor.  According to Jim 
Svejda in The Record Shelf Guide to Classical CDs and Audiocassettes,  
 
“Alexander Borodin was without question the greatest composer in history who was also a chemist.  
After his dipsomaniacal, atrabilious friend Modest Mussorgsky, he was the most original of the group 
of Russian composers who came to be known as ‘The Mighty Five,” and like Mussorgsky, he left 
much important music unfinished at the time of his death.  
 
“A true weekend composer, Borodin spent decades putzing around with his masterpiece, Prince Igor, 
which had to be wrestled into performing shape by Rimsky-Korsakov. (Borodin never bothered to 
write the Overturn down; fortunately, Rimsky’s pupil Alexander Glazunov had heard him play it so 
often that he was able to reconstruct it from memory.)  
 
“As Borodin once ruefully confessed: ‘In winter I can only compose when I am too unwell to give my 
lectures. So my friends, reversing the usual custom never say to me, ‘I hope you are well,’ but ‘ I do 
hope you are ill.’”  
 

Every singer should have this kind of chance. 
 
Outstanding vocal coach Shari Anderson will be here this week. Everyone who loves to 
sing is welcome. This is the second in our series of Master Classes. Don Haneke was first 
with excellent techniques for breathing and production. Shari is second, David Gordon, 
famous tenor, will be third.  
 
Based in New York City, Shari's career began at Drake University, then to NY City 
Opera as leading lady, to the Voice Faculty at University of Northern Colorado, and now 
vocal teacher/coach to opera and Broadway singers. A student of famous diva, Eleanor 
Steber, Shari gives master classes at Julliard and throughout the United States and 
Europe.  
 
Her distinct style and personal electricity make her classes compelling and life-changing. 
Do not miss this chance to sing for this gifted teacher. Please sign up for a day or all days 
to sing with her. You will receive a 20-minute (or so) coaching per day.  
 
Thursday, March 6 2 pm - 4 pm (location to be announced)  
Friday, March 7  10 am - noon, 1:30- 5 pm (Room 450) 
Saturday, March 8 10 am - noon, 1:30-5 pm (Room 450)  
Sunday, March 9  1 pm - 4 pm (Room 450)  
 
Cost is $15 per day to observe and $30 per day to sing. 
 
The way to get the most out of this experience is:  
#1 to sing and listen to everyone else,  
#2 to sing, and  
#3 to observe.  
 
Please contact Lindsey Eldred (A1) to sign up or get more info. �  

Stravinsky Project this 
week at Stanford  
 
The Stravinsky Project at Stanford 
is a four day festival marking the 
125th anniversary of the composer’s 
birth.  The Stanford University 
festival includes symposiums, film 
screenings and performances by 
Russian pianists Thursday through 
Sunday.  More information and 
audio clips are available at 
www.mercurynews.com /music. �  
 
It’s obvious 

 
Who’s buried in Grant’s tomb? 

 
Where was the Symphony of 
Psalms, commissioned for the 

fiftieth anniversary of the Boston 
Symphony, premiered? 

 
The Symphony of Psalms was 
commissioned for the Boston 
Symphony’s fiftieth anniversary by 
Serge Koussevitzky, director and 
conduction, for its celebration in 
December 1930.  However 
Koussevitzky fell ill and Richard 
Burgin conducted an entirely 
different program for the 
anniversary concerts. 
 
The world premier of the 
Symphony of Psalms took place 
with chorus and orchestra of the 
Brussels Philharmonic Society. �  
 
 

Photo order reminder 
 
Symphonic Chorus Photo Gallery 
and order form is available on our 
web site.  �  


