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Description of the Second London 
Performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah.  

From the journals of Edgar Alfred Bowring, a 
resident of London, British civil servant and 

Member of Parliament 
 

 
April 23rd (1847) 

Went to Exeter Hall and heard 
Mendelssohn’s new opera of “Elijah” 
performed.  He himself conducted the 
performance.  He is a tall, thin man, under 40 
years of age, and very intellectual looking.  
The Queen and Prince Albert were there, 
and almost every body being in full dress, 
the effect was very fine.  The National 
Anthem was beautifully sung.  The oratorio 
itself is most splendid composition.  The 
pieces encored were the themes of “Ball we 
cry to thee,” the trio of “Lift thine eyes to the 
mountains”, beautifully sung by Misses 
Kirkham, Duval, and Dolby, and “O rest in 
the Lord” by Miss Dolby.  Many other pieces 
would have been encored had it not been for 
respect to the Queen.  The other solo 
singers were Philips, Miss Birch, Novello, 
and Lockey. The oratorio is quite worthy of 
Handel.  Mendelssohn was tremendously 
cheered.  The performances were over at ½ 
past 10 o’clock.  I was in the Area Reserved 
Seats, very near the Queen.  I should have 
been very sorry not to have her present. 
 
 

The Cabrillo Chorus will be performing Elijah 
this summer.  We’ll have a short intensive 
rehearsal schedule culminating in several 
performances.  
 
Register for Summer Session, Cabrillo 
Touring Chorus. 
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Dress Rehearsals are held with the 
Symphony Orchestra at the Civic 
Auditorium, 307 Church Street in 
Santa Cruz.  Dates and times to be 
announced.  (Evenings, week before 
concert) 

�  Come prepared to focus on the music.  The sound will be different at the Civic and may 
take some adjustment. 

�  Keep your eyes on Conductor, Larry Granger.  He wants to see you looking at him. 

�  Wear comfortable shoes 

�  Avoid scented hair spray, after-shave, perfume. 
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Call times to be announced 
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Santa Cruz Civic 
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Mello Center, Watsonville 
250 East Beach Street at Lincoln 

 
Directions to Mello Center: 

 
Take Riverside Dr (Highway129) exit and go east toward downtown Watsonville. 
Turn left at 3rd stop light, Main Street.  
Turn right at 2nd stop light , East Beach (one way) 
Go 3-4 blocks. Mello Center is on right at corner of East Beach and Lincoln Streets. 

 
 
 
Need help with Russian pronunciation? 
Our web site contains Vlada’s Russian pronunciation of Borodin’s Polevetzian 
Dances.  Go to our website, click on Members, click on Downloads, click on Spring 
2008, look for Polevetzian Dances and follow instructions. 
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 Di  Ri   Fi  Si  Li   
  

 Do   Re   Mi Fa   So   La   Ti Do  

    Ra   Me     Se   L
e 

  Te   
   

 
 

 Reprinted by request 


